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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 26, 2008
Contact:  Lieutenant Tony Lee, Press Relations Officer
310.285.2109
Senior Citizens Telephonically Targeted by Scam Artists  
Between June 18 and 20, 2008, three Beverly Hills senior citizens received similar telephone calls at their residence by a male suspect claiming to be their “grandson.”  The suspect greets the victims by saying, “Hi Grandma.”  In the first two separate incidents, which occurred on June 18, the male suspect claims to have been arrested for Driving Under the Influence in Canada and requests thousands of dollars for assistance and then additional funds to pay off the vehicle he allegedly struck.  The suspect pleads with the victims, 85 and 95 years of age, not to tell his parents about the accident, and the victims ultimately wires several thousand dollars to Western Union.  The second incident, which occurred on June 19, was essentially a carbon copy of the first incident; however, the 76 year old victim was quickly alerted to the fact that her only grandson did not consume alcohol.  When the victim stated she didn’t have the money, the suspect hung up immediately.  “These are despicable crimes preying on our senior citizens, to gain their trust and then taking advantage of them,” said Lt. Tony Lee, spokesperson for the Beverly Hills Police Department.  “Our detectives are conducting follow-up investigations and would advise senior citizens to obtain as much information as possible about the suspects and don’t give any personal information.  Then call the police immediately.”

For more information about personal safety tips on these scams, please contact Crime Prevention Officer Doug Trerise at 310.285.2163.                 
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